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COMMUNITY DECRIES LACK OF GOVERNMENT ACTION IN VIEW OF LATEST 
POLL SHOWING ANTI-CHINESE RACISM ON THE RISE 

 
June 22/2020/Toronto/  
 
The Chinese Canadian National Council for Social Justice (CCNC-SJ) is calling for 
immediate government action to counteract increasing incidence of anti-Asian racism 
demonstrated in today’s Angus Reid poll, by acknowledging and incorporating 
measures to combat anti-Asian racism in the National Anti-Racism Strategy and 
providing funding support for community groups to combat racism. 
 
Of the over 500 Canadians of Chinese ethnicity surveyed, “Six-in-ten say they have 
adjusted their routines in order to avoid run-ins or otherwise unpleasant encounters 
since the COVID-19 outbreak began” and 29% “say they have frequently been made to 
feel as though they posed a threat to the health and safety of others” 
(http://angusreid.org/racism-chinese-canadians-covid19/). The Angus Reid poll result 
echoes an earlier survey commissioned by CCNC-SJ in April 
(https://ccncsj.ca/nationalpollbias/). 
 
"The poll results confirm the emotional, psychological and physical threats experienced 
by Chinese Canadians in COVID-19. It also shows that the overwhelming majority of 
Chinese Canadians (79%) feel that they are NOT viewed as ‘full’ Canadians," said Amy 
Go, President of CCNC-SJ, "therefore, government action addressing systemic racism 
is needed now to eradicate the hierarchy of who and who are not considered ‘full’ 
Canadians." 
 
Ironically, the latest poll about anti-Chinese racism is being released on the same day 
as the Chinese Canadian community marks the 14th anniversary of the long overdue 
historical Parliamentary apology for the Chinese Head Tax and Exclusion Act on June 
22, 2006.  For over 65 years, Canadians of Chinese descent were subjected to 
legislated racism despite their indispensable contributions to the building of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. Sadly, 14 years after the apology, Chinese Canadians have 
yet to be fully embraced as Canadians. 
 
 “The popular portrayal of Chinese Canadians as ‘foreigners’ is deeply rooted in the 
history of Canada, despite the contributions made by generations of Chinese Canadians 
to the building of this country”, says Avvy Go, Clinic Director of the Chinese & Southeast 
Asian Legal Clinic (CSALC). “The fact that such a poll is considered ‘rare’ speaks 
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volumes to lack of attention paid by both the mainstream media and the Canadian 
Government to the unique form of racism and xenophobia faced by Chinese 
Canadians.” 
 
CCNC-SJ calls for actions and policies to directly address the realities Chinese and 
other Asian Canadians are facing as outlined in the Angus Reid Poll. Recognizing and 
acknowledging that Canada has historically discriminated against racialized 
communities and taking action as a response to these poll results is necessary to 
creating an equitable and welcome society for everyone. 
 
“No amount of re-education, sensitization or public scolding is going make any 
difference with primal behaviour like that shown in the poll. There has to be 
consequences for racist behaviour - from shame and ridicule to criminal charges, 
otherwise this will continue long after the pandemic is over,“ adds Susan Eng, Director 
of CCNC-SJ. 
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